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» MARK X. 14. 


BUT WHEN JESUS SAW IT, HE WAS MUCH DISPLEASED, AND 
SAID UN1O THEM, SUFFER THE LITTLE CHILDREN 10 
COME UNTO MF, AND FORBID THEM NOT; FOR OF SUCH 
16 THE KINGDOM OF GOD, 


„ese. 


Tranſaction recorded in this Paſſage ſets 
our bleſſed Saviour's Character in the moſt 
pleafing and amiable Light, as it manifeſts his 
Regard and Kindneſs to the youngeſt amongſt 
fallen Adam's guilty Race. He came into the N 
to /ave Sinners, and to beſtow Bleſſings unſpeakable 
on thofe of every Age and Stature. He was born 
a weak helpleſs Child, for the Sake of little Chil- 
dren; and he grew up to the Stature of Mari, for 
the Benefit of thofe of riper and advanced Years, 
When grown Perſons ſought Relief from him, they 
always obtained it, and no one was ever rejected: 
When Application was made to him for Childrens, 
he was equally ready to afford the Help which was 
defired: And when Infants were brought to him, 


he did not refuſe them with Diſdain, but graci- 
ouſly received them into his Embraces, and ſhewed 
the tendereſt Compaſſion towards them. | 
dee Mark V. 23. vn 25. John IV. 49. | 
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 #iſpleaſed, vis. bees 
ſaid unto them, Suffer tie litt 
Re 


here, and the G of Heaven hereafter, as a 


| ' Except ye 


64) | 
They brought Yeung Children to him that he foul! 
touch them ; or as it is in Matt. XIX. 13. that he U 


put hits Hand: on them, and pray. Who they were 
that brought them, whether theic Parents or others, 


we are not told. But they were undoubtedly Per- 
ſons who had a high Veneration for him, as a great 
Prophet, or as the promiſed Meſſiah; and the 
believed that the Children would receive Benefit 
by his Prayers and Benedictions.—. d his. Diſciples 
rebuked theſe that brought them. They thought it was 
too familiar, troubleſome to their Land and Maſter, 
ago an Hindrance to him in the Work wherein he 
aged. His Diſciples were Men of Piety, 
Jave not act thus out of any Itl-Will towar 
— Children, but only from Motives of 4. 
towards our Lord; yet it is evident how his 
deſcenſion and Com ompaſſon exceeded their's; — 
he herein far ex all the reſt of the Sons of 
Men; For, —Whes FESUS ſaw it, he was much 
they attempted to prevent 
ought, to him: And he 
ts come unto me, 
is the Kingdom of God, 
reiſed = gra- 
cious and benevolent Regar em: 
mwanded the Children to be brouy — = him, — 


that would have bet them e added, : 


5th: Yai 7 Whoſecver 
duds ou King dom — er de Bienne 3 


the Children from being bro 


and forbid them mot ; Pry iy 


litle Child, viz. with humble and teachable Sium- 
plicitv, and a Mind ſtript of Ambition and Earthjy 
Attachments, he Hall not enter therein, nor have an 
Part or Lot among the. Children of God. To. 
which Effect he declares to all, Matt. XVIII. 3. 
be corverted, and become as little Children, ye 


2 7 enter into the Kingdom of Heaven — Aud be took- 
* 


wp in his Arms, as a Token of his embracing. 
them with the Arms of his Mercy, amd he laid his 
Hands on them, and Hleſſe them: And his Bleffing 
of them was more than ufing theſe — Signs. 


(5) . 


and praying for a Bleſſing; It was conferring and 
commanding a upon 
- From the Paſſage thus briefly opened, I ſhall 
make three uſeful and important Obſervations ; 
which I hope will not be judged inconſiſtent with 
the Scope and Import of the Text, or an unſuit- 
able Improvement of it. 

I. From theſe Expreſſions of Kindneſs and 
Good-Will towards little Children, we may infec 
and rationally conclude, that whenever any are 
called away by Death in the State of Infancy or 
early Childhood, their departing Spirits go to 
JESUS, and enter into the Joy of their Lord*. 
Of feck Children, (and not only of theſe who are 
become like them by Converfion,) is the Kingdom 
of God Which Expreſſion ſignifies the Kingdom 
of Glory as well as the Kingdom of Grace. Did 
our Redeemer ſhew fuch tender Aſſection 
to them in the Days of his Humiliation, and will 


he not receive all ſuch into Heaven and into his 


deareſt Embraces when they die? Not becauſe 
they are pure and ſpotleſs ; for 
born in Sin and the Children of Wrath, but for his 
own Merit, and becauſe he came into the World 
to die for them. According to the -Goſpel-Reve- 
lation, none who live under the Light of it periſh 
eternally, but for Impenitence, and for rejeQi 
the offered Salvation of CHRIST; Crimes whi 
little Children are not guilty of: And as 
are incapable of actual Repentance and Faith, 
they wilt not be doomed to Miſery for not doing 
-what is abſolutely impoſſible. | g 
Tho” the Flock of CHRIST is ſmall, and but 
enter in at the firait Gate, of thoſe who are 


— to Tears of Reaſon, yet it is probable that . 


the greater half of Mankind is Salvation thre* 


* See 2 Pamphlet entitled © Infant Salvation, 


fold by Matthews, Strand. - This ſenfible and pious 
View to afford Conſolation to | Patent:, when bereaved of thei 
| Uxtle ones by the cruet Hand of | oo 3 
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are by Nature 


e 
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our Lord FESUS CHRIST, becauſe about one half 

die in Childhqod; and of ſuch therefore the Mem- 

bers of the Kingdom of Glory do chiefly confiſt. — 

While with extreme Sorrow and Regret we behold 

_ _ oung Perſons, (and too often even thoſe who 

| ſcended from — Parents,) ſo deplor- 

| abl thoughtleſs and ungodly as they grow up, and 
7 r. chooſing —— Way, it is a retolein 

Thought that ſo — are . out of "this evil 

World in Childhood: And I can aſſure you, that 

:-whenever I hear of the Deaths of ſmall Children 

= -_ odly Families, I find an Inclination to bleſs 

"16:0 or being ſo gracious as to reſcue them out 

| of th the Hands of Parents who would have brought 

_ up in Ignorance and Impiety for everlaſting 

uin. | 


IH. The Second Obſervation I ſhall make is, That 


mo this Tranſaction — may collect the Duty and 
(according Uſe our Church 
whe ang it in the — Office,) of ſuffering 


Bede ; Children-to come to Chriſt in the Ordinance 
of Bapliſm ;. which is a Seal of the Covenant of 
Grace, and the appointed Means of admitti 
Members into the viſible Church. Of fack is 

| of Ged. The Expreſſion ſignifies — 
the of Grace, and the — State of 
the Cite of Chriſt. Infants are > edpable of-ſav- 
ing Benefit and Blefling from the Redeemer, ac- 
cording to the new Covenant; Therefore they 
may and to receive the outward Seal of the 
— and the Token and P 
to that Benefit. 


uy Mas forbid Water that the 
or at leaſt ar 
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the Corenant during that Diſpenſation, and there- 
by to be admitted vifible Members of the Church 
God; and it would be abſurd to ſuppoſe that 
the Goſpel was ever intended to diminiſh the Privi- 
leges of thoſe of any Age. Circumcifion having 
therefore given Place to Baptiſm, the Children of 
profeſling Chriſtians are to be admitted by this Sign 
as viſible Members of the Goſpel-Chureh. 
cordingly we find that when Lydia and the Jaylor 
were baptized, Acts XVI. their Houſholds were 
baptized along with them ; and it is notorious that 
all thoſe Perſons whoſe baptizing is recorded in the 
New Teſtament, were ſuch as had been educated 
either Jews or Heathens; and that we have not 
one Inſtance or Example of the Baptiſm of an 
Adult who had been born of Parents proſeſſing 
"Preſenting your Child tiſm is bringi 
entin ren to is 
them to Chrilt, in the moſt — Manner you 
are able; And they who through Careleſſneſt and 
Frei le to I this, holy and prac- 
tically renounce Chriſt for felves and their 
Offspring. Too many, it muſt be owned, do it 
only out of Form and Cuſtom. But when 


Parents in Faith and Prayer — their Chi 2 
2 Baptiſm they thereby ma e a devout Sur- - 
Dedication of t 


to — and i — 
— — with the Goſpel- Offer, humbl Lebe 


fo them the Bleſſings of bis © Covenant 
tion. 


III. The Third Obſervation, and what I bal 
chiefly infiſt on is, That Children are to be brought 


to Chriſt by a Religious r 
To this all Parents ſtrongly bind themſelves 
bringing them to be baptized. —Qur Church 
ordered that there ſhould de Sponſors or Sureties 
at the Baptiſm of Children ; not to excuſe or ſet 
aſide the Parents in any Degree whatever, but 
that the Children have others to remind 
them of the Promiſe 9 
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fome Care of their Chriſtian Education, in Caſe 
of the Parents' Death or Negligence; and it 
feems to be owing to Ignorance or groundlefs Pre- 
judice that ſome object againſt ſuch an excellent 
and ufeful Inſtitution. It is true, the Inſtitution is 
too often abuſed, like all other good Things, and 
many Sponſors do not regard what they have un- 
dertaken. But it is, alas, equally true, that many 
Parents regard it as little. Some pretend to have 
Scruples reſpecting Sponſors, but they don't ſcru- 
ple to bring up their own Children in Ignorance 
and Wickedneſs. | 

Duty to God, and Love to your Children's 
Souls, call loudly upon you to bring them up in the 
Nurture and Admonition of the Lord, — to uſe every 
Means whereby they may through divine Grace 
de brought effectually and ſavingly to Chritt 
— aith, as they grow in Years; and ye lay 
yourſelves under an additional Obligation hereto, 
and of the molt ferious and awfut Nature, 'by 
their Baptiſm. 

Immediately after the Baptiſm of every Child, 
you are regularly informed what the Action obliges 
you to; tho” I fear few compbratively ever mean 
to attend to it: And confider, if all this is in- 
cumbent on Sureties, much more on the Parents 
themſelves. Permit me to repeat to you the 
Words of the Charge, with a few Remarks ;— 
(1) Foraſmuch as this Child hath promiſed to renounce 
the Devil and all his Works, to believe in God, and to 
ſerve him, it is your Parts and Duties to ſte that this 
Aan be taught, ſo ſoon as he Hall be able to , what 
a ſolemn Vow, Promiſe, and Profeſſien 
2 You yourſelves ought to teach this with all 

iligence, and likewiſe ſuffer it to be done by 
our Miniſter. Ah, how many think not at all of 
ſo as to practiſe it themſelves, nor ever teach 
it their Children, nor fee that it be taught them 
„ — That he may now theſe Thing: 
better, ye ſhall call upon him to Sermons. Alas, 
many will themſelves hear few or no Setmons. 


4 


he hath here made 


F 
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same are much for hearing Sermons, but wickedly 
leave their Children looſe at hume, and even on 
the Lord's-Day ; hereby nurturing them in Pro- 
faneneſs, to Diſgrace of Goſpel-Proſeſſion, 
and unleſs Sovereign — prevents, to the Chil- 
dren's Ruin both in this World and the next “. 
Some fend their Children to behave rudely at 
Church, and are not preſent along with them to 
keep them in decent Order. Many, by not hear- 
ing Sermons, or by making their whole Relig! 
conſiſt in hearing, remain in Ignorance and Im- 
iety, and their Children are brought up in the 
ame Courſe.—(3) Chiefly ye Hall provide, that he 
may learn the Creed, the Lord's- Prayer, and the Ten 
Commandments, and all other Things which a Clhriffian 
ought to nov and believe to his Soul 's Health. The 
Lord's Prayer, Creed, and Ten Commandments, 
are the Subſtance of the Catechiſm, and contain 
the firſt Principles of Religion. .Too many — 
teach their Chi theſe Things at all; muc 
leſs endeavour that they may underſtand 
conſequently they learn Nothing that they onght 
conſequent thi t they ough 
to know od —— to rags fry Kali, — 
more than if they had no Souls. — (4) 4d 
that this Child be virtuouſly brought up, to lead 


| Living. ms. of this 
Charge is ſolemnly urged upon all thoſe who bring 
Children to Baptiſm, and by this Action they avow 
. themſelves to engage before God and to 


A Malefaftor, who was lately executed at Manchefter. — 4 | 
that Miſpenang the Lord's-Day wu the tuſt 8 10 thoſe. Crimes w 

brought him to his inious End. The fame has been the Confeffion of 
Nulutudes who have by the Hand of Public Juſtice. 


2 


** 


. attend to this great Duty of bringing 


(1) 


up their 
Children for God and as the Diſciples of Jes US, 
and of endeavouring that as they grow to the Age 
of Underſtanding, may actually and ſavingly 
come to Chrift by Faith, and falle dim in the Regenera- 
tion. | . | K 
It is painful to conſider how few in this Chriſtian 
Land give themſelves any deep Concern reſpeQing 
this Engagement, or maniſe _ — Defire 
that their Children may come t Chrif. One Part 
of our national Wickednets, provoking God to 
pour down his Vengeance upon us, and to remove 
our Candleflich, confiiis in. this, That Baptiſm is 
ufually practiſed only as a cuſtomary Form and 
Ceremony®, and not as an i t Goſpel- 
Ordinance whereby Children are early devoted to 
Ohriſt, — Parents firmly oblige them - 
ſelves to bring them wp in the Nurture and Admenition of 


It is true, the holieſt of Men cannot eſſectually 
— their Children to Chriſt: God alone by his 
* t can drew them to him, and male them willing in 

Day of is Power. But Men can diligently uſe 
the which the Spirit of Grace i '\pleafet. 


and in his Intereft. But what are'theſe Means? 
(1) Inſtruftion in the Prmeiples of Chriſtianity, 
ſuch as, their fallen State and entire Ruin without 
a Mediator, the Nature of Salvation by JESUS 
CHRIST alone thr Faith, the Neceſſity of 


Lan od ec, 


expected but that Children. will be vile and 


(mn) 


and believe to their Soul's Health ——(2) Early. 
and per Reſtraint; by not leaving them 
to fi their own Wills: and Inclinations, nor 
to be in a State of Inſuhjection and Diſobedi- 
ence *; ſetting before them the Demerit and the 
equences of Sin, reſtraining them 
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ny, and from ſuch evil PraQtices as 
their Age i them to, t the Depravity 


ET 


of Nature, or bad Example; as Wilfulneſs and 
Diſobedience. to Parents, Quarrels, Lyes, pro- 
ſane Lan Miſpending the Lord's-Day, &c. 
—(3) Bringing them up in the Practice of all reli- 
gious and moral Duties, as reading the Scriptures, 
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4) A right 


Sabbath, 3 Honeſty, & 
Example: ithout this, Perſuaſion, Inſtruction 
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or when they negl 


orld's Profits or Pleafures, what can be 


| in Y Such Perſous rej 
. 
come to K 
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lets 


. 
f 


to Chriſt for Salvation, and to follow him, and 
likewiſe to ſtrive by every Means'to bring their 
Children to him. 17 

any, and they live openly as if there 


35 the Uſefulneſs and Excel- 
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Children of careleſs and hone pp wy fo come to. 9 
Chrif, by exerting themſelves in the Encourage- Fl 
\ ment of — in inducing the Children J 
of this Deſeripti n i 
hering to the original pious preventing 44 
— doing abuſed to k Purpoſes as Co- f 
vetouſneſs will approve. 1 
1 
f ve been ſolemnly devoted unto 4 
Chriſt in holy Baptiſm. O ſuffer to come wnto 1 
kim. by a fuutable Education. Pray, and uſe the 


_ to Chriſt for — _ 
may not grow ptiaed thens, or 4 
— 288888 are who call themſelves 9 
Chriſtians, and live under Goſpel-Light; than for 


it muſt be more- _— Sodom - and 1 
in the Day of only a Senſe i 
your 
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and take unwearied Pains in training up in the 
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Light of divine Truth. Take Warning, ye Pa- 


rents, who profane God's Name or Day, neglect 


his Houſe, live in Drunkenneſs or other allowed 


Wickedneſs, without ſerious Prayer or Attention 
to Family-Religion, &c. Your Children, unleſs 
wonderful Grace prevents, -will proceed in the 
ſame Courſe, and die in theiv Iniquity. The Guilt will 
alſo be your's, and their Blood required at Hands. 
If ye are Profeſſors of ſerious Religion, and 
26.06 lect your Children, and leave them unin- 
ructed, unreſtrained, profaning the Lord's Day 
and neglecting his Houſe, your Guilt is great! 
aggravated, and your Practice gives your Profe 
fron the Lye*. Thoſe can have no real Love for 


their own Souls, whatever they pretend, who ma- 


nifeſt none for their's who ought to be peculiarly 
dear to them. —God himſelf gives this Teſtimony 
to faithful Abraham, Gen. XVIII. 19. I iow him 
that he will command his Children and his Heafold after 
kim, and they fall beep the Way of the Lord. If your 
Profeffion is fincere, ye will feel yourſelves deeply 
intereſted in zow Children's everlaſting Welfare, 


Jpring up 

rayers appear 

are gone to Heaven. X as 

| D. Cen 

Miniſters of the Goſpel; to labour to bri 

dren to Chriſt by Inſtructions and Ex 

ſuited. to their Capacities, and to feed the Lambs of 
a 


the Flock as well as others. I ſhould 


Favour if all the Parents in 
ſuffer me to do this ſor their Children 
aſſure you, it gives me no ſmall 

greater Numbers do not attend 


. —— and Piet 
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= plorable is it that many 
never think of this Eng gagement afterwards, as if 
no Account mult be given, and deflitute of any 
Care fcr the Souls of their Offspring 

2. You are all requeſted, — 
ſeveral Abilities, to contribute for the Sup 


o your 
— of 
this Sunday - School. Theſe Inſtitutions are in little 
Repute with ſome, and many Perſons of Under- 
are prejudiced againſt them, 
ws of in ſome Places they are abuſed, and d by 
turning the Sabbath almoſt , — a common 
tend to cheriſh Prefaneneſs and Attachment to ny £4 
World, and hereby rather help to keep Children 
from Chriſt than bring them to him. I wiſh this 
could be denied or difproved. It muſt be owned 
that. at leaſt where the | wy 
there is Cauſe to fear for one young Perſon 
who receives Benefit by Inſtructĩon, 
twenty may be habituated to ſuppoſe that any 
is lawful on the Lord's-Day that is ſubſer- 
vient to temporal Profit or Convenience; and that 

to this, ſpiritual — 2 may at any Time give 
Way; which is exactly the 
which lieti in Wickedneſs. 


itſelf. This School is. kept free 
2 | 
Teogto are net cellofion Wander 5o be kept 

Worſhip. 3 2» wot pound 
by teaching even to poor Children Thin 
which bave no Connexion but with this World's. 
| cpence of eduening 


ray: Praga rw. rl 


er Abuſes * take Place, 
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the Rich. The Ends in View are, to collect toge- 
Yer the Children of the Poor and of thoſe who 

ught to care for them, and will not; to teach 
them to read the Scriptures, and to inſtruct and 
admoniſh them reſpecting the Things of God and 
Eternity ; to teach and excite them to addreſs 
their Creator through the Mediation of JESUS in 
Prayer and Praiſe; and to inure them to the Prac- 
tice of 1 attending the Houſe of God 
Morning and Afternoon ; which is the Duty of all, 
when not impracticable. 

Tho! it is ſtill to be lamented that many of the 
moſt neglected Children do not attend, (as is the 
Caſe likewiſe in other Places,) and tho” the Inſti- 
tution is not ſo uſeful, either here or any where, 
as might be defired “, yet an increaſing Number 
are brought together, who would otherwiſe be 
permitted to grow up like wild Aſes Colts, as te any 
even outward Appearance of Re __ or Decency. 

Let me again requeſt all who have any Influ- 
ence, to uſe their Endeavours to ö upon 
more of the Neglected to attend School in 
fiture. And be ye all glad of an Opportunity of 
eontributing, according to your Power, to the 
Sa and Continuance of a Scheme which has 
in View the everlaſting Welfare of precious and 
immortal Souls redeemed by the Blood of God's 
dear Son. Always keep in mind, that ye poſſeſs 
your Property, be it more or leſa, that ye may em- 


it, 4s Stewards, for the Glory of God, 
py in Jeing Good to the Bodies an Souls of your 


